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“Never see a need without trying to do something about it.” 
 

 

  

FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop’s Feast Day has always been one of the highlights of the year at St 
Patrick's School.  St Mary MacKillop, founder of our school, continues to provide our school community 
with inspiration and guidance, through her many charisms.  St Mary MacKillop faced many challenges 
within her life but never lost sight of her devotion to God and the vision she had for Catholic education.  As 
a staff, we continually look to St Mary’s example, asking her to pray for us as we undertake this demanding, 
but rewarding job as educators.   Our students also look to St Mary as a source of inspiration and deeply 
value the traditions, legacy and lessons that continue to live on in our school, and indeed our country. 
Thank you God for the life and legacy of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop and for the continued inspiration 
we draw from her life and example each and everyday within our school.   
 
Expectations: 
Yesterday a copy of the new CEDB document Our Catholic School Community Working Together.  A 
Charter for Schools, Parents, and Volunteers in Catholic Schools of the Bathurst Diocese 
was sent home via Compass.  We encourage parents to read and become familiar with this document.  The 
document is a timely reminder that as members of our school community, we all have a responsibility to 
maintain high standards of behaviour in order for us to work together in a collaborative, safe and supportive 
environment.   
As a Leadership Team we insist on respectful behaviour and work hard to maintain high standards of 
behaviour amongst the children.  It is also important for parents and carers to understand that we also 
insist on these high standards when working collaboratively with school staff.  Disrespectful and aggressive 
behaviour/language towards our staff in any form, whether it be in person, over the phone or via digital 
communication, will not be tolerated.   
We had several incidents throughout this week in which our staff were left shaken and upset after the way 
in which they were spoken to.  And even more upsettingly, our school captains, who were greeting our 
guests for the Grow Your Mind meeting yesterday, were also left shaken after they were spoken to in an 
aggressive way.  This was extremely disappointing and very upsetting for our students who were doing an 
amazing job assisting parents as school ambassadors. 
In the interest of clarity, we ask parents to take responsibility for reading all school correspondence 
carefully.  The Office was inundated with calls yesterday morning from parents seeking clarification around 
the starting time for the meeting and Open Classrooms yesterday, despite this information being 
communicated on several platforms, and for several weeks in advance.   
All of the staff at St Patrick’s School work very hard, for the benefit of our students and families.  The 
positive support from and collaboration with the parent community is a crucial component in ensuring our 
children thrive in a safe environment.  Staff cannot be at their best if they are being left shaken and upset 
by interactions with parents/carers.  At St Patrick’s School we are always ready to work with parents in a 
positive and respectful manner and we insist on parents doing the same. 
 
Grow Your Mind Parent Information Session 
We sincerely thank everyone who attended the meeting yesterday. It was a 
pleasure to share this initiative and worthy addition to our school with everyone. 
What a pleasure it was to talk to families afterwards and hear about the positive 
impact this program is also having in homes. Giving our students the strategies and 
awareness to look after their mental health is so important and we are very 
committed to providing this lifelong skill. If you did not receive a resource booklet at 
the meeting yesterday, please advise your child’s teacher and we will send one 
home or alternatively collect one from our school office. 
Thank you to Mrs Marshall and Miss Farrugia for organising the very professional meeting yesterday and 
to Mrs Marshall for sourcing this wonderful programs and bringing it to our school. 
 

Sacrament of First Eucharist 
Thank you to the families that attended the First Eucharist Parent Meeting on 
Tuesday night. If you were unable to make the meeting and would like your child to 
make this Sacrament please contact Miss Toole as soon as possible. Thank you 
Miss Toole and Mrs Drengenberg for your organisation. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Monday 15th August 2022 

Feast of the Assumption Mass - 12 noon 
 

Tuesday 23rd August 2022 
Bathurst Eisteddfod 

 (Year 2 & Senior Choir)  
 

Thursday 25th August 2022 
Book Week Parade at 9:15am 

Book Week Meal Deal 
 

Friday 26th August 2022 
Year 1 Excursion – Sealife Sydney 

 
Tuesday 30th August 2022 

K2023 Parent Information Meeting 
 

Thursday 1st September 2022 
Fathers Day Stall 

 
Friday 2nd September 2022 

Year 4 Excursion – Scenic World  
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SCHOOL FEES 
Thank you to families that are up-
to-date with school fee accounts.    
TERM 3 accounts were emailed to 

parents this week (2nd August).  
Please double check your ‘junk’ 

mail if you did not receive a 
statement. 

The preferred method of payment 
is “Compass”.  Payments can also be 
made at the school office by using 

credit card, EFTPOS, cash or 
cheque. If you have a Bpay plan in 
place your fees must be paid in full 

by 24th November, 2022. 
 

Bathurst Diocesan 
Athletics Carnival 

Congratulations to the following 
students who progressed through to 
the Bathurst Diocesan Athletics 
Carnival to be held in Dubbo next 
Friday: Liam Carter, Archer Lee, 
Indiana Lee, Hunter Pender, Harvey 
Ryan, Holly Wallace and Evie 
Whittaker.  We wish you all the best 
of luck! 
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WE THE ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WIRADJURI PEOPLE THE 
 ORIGINAL CARETAKERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH OUR SCHOOL IS BUILT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Afternoon Pick Up 
Parents are reminded of the following regarding the afternoon pick up procedure. 

 Students being collected from school by parents are to be collected within the school grounds.  The 
waiting areas for parents who park in Coles are underneath the purple shade sail and the 
undercroft.  Please do not wait in the area in front of the back gate as this causes congestion.  The parents 
who park at the Top Gate are to wait on the Tiger Turf. 

 If there are parents/carers who have mobility issues and cannot come into the school, please contact the 
child’s classroom teacher so that alternative arrangements can be made. 

 Students who are walking home from school need written permission from parents (ie: a note to their 
classroom teacher) and these children will leave the school grounds with the relevant “Walkers Line” 
teacher. 

Parents are reminded that we have returned to pre-COVID procedures for pick up because escorting large 
groups of students out of the school via the crossing and Top Gate was simply not ideal in terms of student 
safety.  We also remind parents that we insist on “tight” pick up procedures to ensure the safety of all of our 
students.  We are proud of the way in which we make decisions always with students’ safety as a top priority 
and parent support of this is expected.  
 
Feast of the Assumption 
Next Monday 15th August we will have a whole school Mass at 12 noon to celebrate 
the Feast of the Assumption. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Mary MacKillop Week 
We have had a wonderful week celebrating Australia’s first Saint, Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop. During class 
lessons students learnt about the qualities that Mary displayed in her life and how we can try to live by her example 
in our daily lives. Thank you to Miss Farrugia, Mrs Ticehurst and Year Two who led our liturgy celebration on 
Monday. Many thanks also to Mrs Scott for the beautiful music. Students finished the week off with a mufti day and 
movie and popcorn afternoon. All donations received will go to the Sisters of St Joseph Heritage Centre at Perthville.  
A big thank you to Mrs Paula Wallace for the delicious Mary MacKillop Meal Deal which was enjoyed by many 
students today. 

Ms Dunleavy, Mrs Marshall and Miss Toole – St Pat’s Leadership Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY VIGIL 

ST PATRICK’S 
5pm -  (April – September) 
6pm - (October – March) 

SUNDAY 
ST PATRICK’S 

10am 
Children’s Liturgy is held  

during school term. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

FOR THIS WEEK: 

ST PATRICK’S VIGIL 
6pm Saturdays (5pm – winter) 

SUNDAY 
10am Sundays 
Sunday Mass is also available at St Vincent’s 
Portland and Sacred Heart Church Wallerawang.  
For more details see the Lithgow Parish website 
and the Portland Parish website. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

A big thank you to Jessica Fowler 
who has taken on the Uniform 

Shop this term. 
**Please note our new days 

are Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesdays from 2:30pm – 3:05pm 

Alternatively, parents can order their 
child’s uniform by completing a 

Uniform Shop order form (students can 
collect from school office or form can 

be downloaded from the school 
website).  Please return the completed 
order form to the school via your child 

or alternatively email to school at 
stpatslithgow@bth.catholic.edu.au 
Our Uniform Shop co-ordinator will 
complete the orders and send home 

with the students.   
 
 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Week 5 - Term 3 2022 
Wednesday:  
Thursday:   
Friday:   
The Canteen is in need of some helpers!  If 

you could spare some time -  please contact 
the school office.  Any help would be greatly 

appreciated! 
PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE  
NO RECESSS ORDERS ONLY 

LUNCH ORDERS!! 
 
 

 

 

JACK PEELGRANE – 1G 

For his amazing manners and warm 

welcome when greeting staff. 

 

 

TALEI NARAYAN – 6M 

For her leadership qualities and 

offering to help whenever needed. 

 

 

We are Growing Our Minds in Week 4!  
During ‘Grow Your Mind’ lessons this week, Kindergarten 
have been discussing emotions and in particular how to 
be kind. We looked at kindness & looking after each 
other in terms of ‘filling up another person’s bucket’. We 
shared the story “Have You Filled A Bucket Today?” 
written by Carol McCloud and came up with practical 
ways of how we will all try harder to fill up the buckets of 
those around us – both at school and at home! We learnt 
that when we try to do this more, we all feel better and 
have a positive influence on our friends' emotions.  

Healthy friends are like healthy foods. 
This week Year 5 has made the connection of healthy 
food and healthy friendships. Healthy foods give you 
energy and nourish you, and a healthy friendship does 
exactly the same. Unhealthy foods make it hard for your 
body to function properly, just like unhealthy 
friendships. We also discussed celebrating each other's 
differences and not being “competition” with each 
other, instead appreciating that all of us have something 
to offer whether it is big or small.  A ‘feel good’ friend is 
someone who you can be completely yourself with. You 
don’t need to impress them and you don’t have to agree 
with them about everything, but you need to respect 
each other.  

Stay tuned for next week as we keep Growing our Minds!   

Mrs Edgell and Mrs O’Regan  

 

P&F Meeting 
Thank you to the small group of 
attendees at our P&F AGM last 
night.  We were able to form a 
committee with all positions 
being filled.  The P&F’s first 

order of business will be running 
a Fathers Day Stall on Thursday 

1st September.  More 
information about this will be 

distributed ASAP. 
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